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Denial of Water is a War Crime:
Demand Immediate Access for Gaza

Statement by Save the Tigris Foundation
The Hague, 25 July 2025

The ongoing military assault on Gaza has led to catastrophic humanitarian consequences, with
civilians enduring unbearable suffering. Among the most alarming violations is the deliberate dep-
rivation of water—a fundamental human right—as a weapon of war. Reports from the World
Health Organization (WHO) confirm that as of July 2025, 90% of Gaza’s population lacks access
to safe drinking water, while fuel shortages and military restrictions prevent the operation of water
stations, leaving civilians without the most basic necessity for survival. The cruelty of this siege
reaches unimaginable depths: children in Gaza now risk their lives daily to secure water for their
families. Reports by international media confirm that Palestinian children wait for hours in line
under the constant threat of Israeli gunfire or bombardment, just to collect a few liters of water.
Families are not only deprived of this basic human necessity—they are actively targeted while
struggling to survive. This is not merely negligence; it is a deliberate strategy to inflict maximum
suffering, turning the search for water into a lethal gamble. Such acts violate the most fundamental
principles of humanity and international law, which prohibit attacks on civilians and the weapon-
ization of survival.

Water is being weaponized in Gaza. The targeting of civilian water infrastructure and the denial
of safe drinking water constitute collective punishment, exacerbating a man-made humanitarian
disaster The blocking of fuel, destruction of infrastructure, and restrictions on water access violate
international humanitarian law, which prohibits the use of starvation and deprivation of essential
resources as methods of warfare. International law, including the Geneva Conventions, explicitly
prohibits attacks on objects and infrastructure indispensable to civilian survival, including water
facilities. The deliberate obstruction of access to water is a violation of these principles and a crime
against humanity. The politicization and militarization of water in conflict zones is not a new phe-
nomenon. However, the scale of human suffering in Gaza demands urgent global action.

We call upon the Israeli government:
- To immediately cease the use of water as a weapon of war and allow unimpeded access to
drinking water for all civilians in Gaza;
- To ensure the entry of fuel and humanitarian aid necessary to operate water and sanitation
facilities;
- To refrain from any further targeting or obstruction of water infrastructure, in compliance
with international humanitarian law.

We call upon the international community:

- To take immediate diplomatic and political action to pressure Israel to end the deprivation
of access to water and other essential resources in Gaza;
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- To monitor, document, and condemn all violations of international law related to the
weaponization of access to water and water infrastructure;

- To enforce accountability for war crimes, including the deliberate denial of access to water,
through international legal mechanisms.

To deny human access to water it is to wage war against humanity itself. We stand in solidarity
with the people of Gaza and demand an end to this inhuman siege.
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